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Having been CEO at Action on Poverty for the last 2 years, I have had the pleasure of seeing our projects 

flourish and do even more fantastic work. Along the way, I have had the chance to meet many of the 

beneficiaries and project partners, who are critical in ensuring the quality of the projects and enable us 

reach the most vulnerable people in need of our help. 

At APT Action on Poverty, we are committed to seeing 

a world free from poverty; where everyone is able to 

fulfil their potential. We help the most vulnerable and 

marginalised in society to build their own livelihoods 

and a way out of poverty.   

Action on Poverty has been fighting to make a 

difference for over 30 years and during my time here 

at Action on Poverty,  I have seen much change.  

Globally there continue to be issues, conflict and 

poverty and whilst we may be saddened by the many 

news reports of fleeing refugees and hunger spreading 

across East Africa, we must remember that there is 

much good work going on, that unfortunately doesnôt make the headlines quite so often, if at all. 

It has been an exciting, encouraging and changing time; we face many challenges in the charity sector 

and within International Development too. Challenges which will undoubtedly make our work more 

rewarding in the long run. 

This year has seen a number of our projects come to an end; with some impressive external evaluations. 

With new projects and proposals in the pipe line, I am excited for what is to come and what we may be 

working on soon. 

Our work continues to have an important impact   

We were delighted to receive such fantastic praise and further backing from one of our project funders 

Comic Relief, who said that our Camel Milk Project, ñ...has irreversibly transformed the 

camel milk value chain in Garissaò and has consequently changed many thousands of lives.  

On top of all our impact; I want to focus on value for money as a theme for our work in this yearôs review. 

A óhot topicô within the charity sector at the moment and something Iôm proud to say that Action on 

Poverty does very well; as 96.2p in every pound we spent in 2016 went on our projects. Providing 

what can only be described as outstanding value for money for our very generous donors.  

 

Earlier this year I went out to see some of our projects to see what 

more we can do with our partners. My trip highlighted why we work 

with them and how much their work is needed and appreciated by 

those we help. I canôt imagine how hard it would be to see my 

children hungry; but I met many proud widows who are now able to 

feed and educate their children, not just today, but longer term 

because of our work. We are hidden here in the UK, but that doesnôt 

mean our work is not important; itôs life changing to our 

beneficiaries.   



This past year, weôve had a number of fundraising events and appeals take place. We were delighted 

that Jo Brand lent her support to our BBC Radio 4 Appeal last November; a significant piece of publicity 

for such a small charity like ours. Enabling us to tell even more people about the incredibly important 

work that we do.  

In addition to this, Bikram Yoga London once again supported us by doing a fundraising event earlier in 

the year. We also held our first local event, with our 5 in Five challenge event; which we hope will be the 

start of further and thriving community links and fundraising opportunities and Iôm pleased to say raised 

some much needed funds for our work.  

As ever we are eternally grateful for the support, passion and commitment that our supporters give to us. 

All that we are able to achieve is possible thanks to you, so as a supporter, you can read this and know 

that in some way, this work and this change was thanks to you and your donations.  

I hope youôre as proud as I am of what we at APT Action on Poverty have achieved in this past year; we 
have many more projects in the pipeline and I look forward to reporting back more success to you in the 
coming months and indeed, this time next year.  
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